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President’s Message

They say April showers bring May flowers. I am constantly torn between my garden and my sewing room.
It is a difficult choice, so I usually end up spending a
little time in each location, usually feeling guilty that
I’m not in the other one. Gardening does serious damage to hands. This week, after cutting down roses, my
hands look like a war zone, feel as dry as a desert and
are becoming rough. No amount of cream will soften
them, and thread and fabric catches on the scrapes and
cuts. When I finally get back to my sewing room,
touching fabric is not the same somehow. Then there
is the third dilemma: the spring-cleaning bug. Life is
really hard for a quilter. And of course, it is the season
of shows. We need more hours in a day, and more
days in a week. How are we ever going to have time
to do all those projects? Especially ones that have a
June deadline, to enable entry in our own quilt show.
Now that the entry forms are available, I feel a little
panic-stricken. Deadlines can be good things, since
they force activity. Hopefully all of you have already
done all the spring-cleaning, and have the garden under control, so you can just get on with your projects.
Now you know some of the things I like to do besides
quilting.
Another of our members has an award-winning hobby.
If you haven’t thrown out your newspaper for Saturday, April 18, check out the front section. Helene Stevens, was a 1st place winner in the KPL 2009 Amateur
Photography Contest. Congratulations Helene, and
what a lovely photograph. Maybe she’ll turn it into a
quilt!
Spring is here. Enjoy!
Carol

Condolences go to A nni H irsim aki, N ita Timm ,
and Lotte M ackinnon on the passing of their
father recently. Our thoughts and prayers are
w ith you.


May
Our final speaker for the year will be Sherry Hisey
from Border Creek Station Pattern Company,
(www.bordercreekstation.com) Her lecture is titled
“The Thread That Binds”. Sherry will bring lots of
quilts to show us and will also be our vendor this
month. She will bring all her own patterns and these
will be available for members to purchase; check out
her website so you know which ones you will want to
buy.
June
This will be our final meeting for the year. It is a
Guild Social and our Annual General Meeting. It is a
“members only” meeting and will be held in the evening at 7:30 P.M. Watch for next month’s newsletter
for a “need to bring” list.
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THE COMFORT OF A MEMORY QUILT
.
“Memory quilts, memory quilts, would someone like to make a memory quilt?”
We often hear about these memory quilts but do we know to whom they go , or even if they are appreciated? This
was our discussion at Mannheim as about seven women worked around the tables cutting squares for Alzheimer
quilts.
These memory quilts are given to Grand River Hospital’s Marjorie Carroll Birthing Centre for parents who have had
a baby die. The baby may have died in the uterus, during birth or may have been born with a syndrome (or syndromes) that soon take his or her young life.
When a baby is born in crisis, perhaps with congenital defects, the nurses quickly wrap the baby in one of these memory quilts before handing the baby to the parents. The parents cuddle the baby, dead or alive, and the smell of the
baby is transferred to the memory quilt. These are precious minutes and hours as the parents hold their baby... maybe
for the last time. The nurses take pictures of the baby and the family. Sometimes, it is barely possible to see the baby.
The baby may be tiny or otherwise altered in appearance, but the nurses do their best as they put on a hat and wrap
the baby in this beautiful memory quilt. The parents are given this memory quilt as a lasting memory!
It is important for the parents to hold their baby and look at the pictures. This is reality for the parents as they hold
their dead baby.
As you can imagine, this is a traumatic time in the life of young parents. They had dreams about coming home with a
newborn and offering this precious bundle their love forever. But that is not the case. Instead the broken-hearted
parents return home with empty arms and see the empty crib and newborn clothes that won’t be used and need to be
packed away. They have had a baby die: lost their dream, a part of themselves and a part of their future.
As the reality of the baby’s death registers, shock and numbness subside. That is the point where I am called in. I
often counsel young parents after their baby has died. “How could this happen?” “What did I do wrong?” “Is it my
fault?” “I carried this baby for nine months: what do I tell my friends?” “Why didn’t my baby just wake up and cry?
Then we’d be all right and I’d take him/her home?” “I didn’t expect my baby to die!”
Whether it is individual counselling for the parents or a bereavement group for young parents, I ask them to bring
something that either belongs to the baby or reminds them of their baby. Frequently, the parents bring the memory
quilt because that is the only thing that has the “smell” of their baby. As they tell their story they emphasize that this
is the most important possession that they have. They want to share the memory of this quilt that held THEIR precious baby.
Now you know where the memory quilts go. Your time, energy and patience in sewing and quilting this blanket will
always be treasured. After many months, these quilts are put in the hope chest as a memory of holding their baby.
Marilyn Hollinger M.T.S., D.S.W






 




On the Calendar 2009
 March 7-June7, Quilt Treasures from the WCMA Collection. See April newsletter for details
 May 1-3, Windsor Quilters’ Guild Show & Sale. Novelletto Rosati Sports & Recreation Complex, Windsor. Admission $5. for more information call Vivian LaCroix 519-733-2886
 May 1 to 2, “Hats off to Quilting” Five Star Quilt Guild, Lucknow Community Centre, 649 Campbell Street,
Lucknow. For more information: Sharon Courtney (519) 395-3360
 May 8-10, “Feelings in Fabric”, Kawartha Quiltmakers’ Guild, 2009 Quilt Show and Sale. Evinrude Centre, 911
Monaghan Road, Peterborough. Admission $6.00. For more information see ww.KawarthaQuiltmakersGuild.ca
or email:KQGquiltshow2009@live.ca
 May 23, Zurich Quilters’ Guild, Zurich Complex on East St. Zurich. Draws every hour, Silent Auction, Lunch
available. Admission $2.00
 May 26-30, St. Jacobs Fibre Arts Festival. Various locations in St. Jacobs. For more information see the Festival web site.
 May 29-30, New Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale. New Hamburg. Food booths etc. opening Friday. Main
event Saturday.
 May 29-30, Thames Valley Quilters’ Guild, Quilt Show, Wesley-Knox United Church, 91 Askin St. London. Friday 2:00-7:00 p.m. and Saturday 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Admission $5.00
 CQA/ACC National Juried Show 2009, May 26-30, Saskatoon, SK
 Oct 19-24 Quilts from Ireland. Ailsa Craig. More information to follow.

Featuring fine cotton fabrics, books,
patterns, notions & kits.
Long Arm Quilting Services.
699 Wilkins St.

From hwy 401, go 2 miles

London ON

north on Wellington Rd

(519) 668-7470

www.quiltworks.ca











































Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild



P.O. Box 38044, Waterloo, Ontario, N2J 4T9
Email: wcqg@wcquiltersguild.on.ca
•

•

•





Monthly meetings take place on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month, at the Albert McCormick Community Centre,
500 Parkside Drive, Waterloo, in the Community Room
(use the Library entrance).
To accommodate our large Guild, we have an afternoon
meeting and an evening meeting each Guild day, with
identical content. Meetings are usually 1-1/2 - 2 hours.
Guests are welcome at all meetings (except the June
business meeting): $7 at the door (includes a coupon
towards membership).











•

New membership: $40 (includes nametag).



•

Renewal membership: $35 per year.



•

Guild pins (available at membership table) $6.



•

The Guild is run entirely by volunteers and help is always appreciated. Just speak to anyone on the Executive to get started.

”. 

•

             

Executive Committee meetings are held on the 4th
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Community
Centre.




• 
• 

• 
• 













 
 




























3991 Perth Rd 107, Shakespeare, N0B 2P0
(South of the lights)
A Short 30 min. from K-W
519-625-8435
Mon .to Sat. 10–5:30, Sun. 12 –5:00





Email: heather@thequiltplace.ca

May Special
20% off
Batiks
Workshops

*Oriental Illusions Jacket with Sheila O’Hagan
*High Tech Tucks with Tina
*3D Monarch Butterfly with Tina
*One Block Wonders with Linda
*Wednesdays with Sandra
*Shop Hop April 30th – May 2nd

Classroom Available
Do you or your organization need a room for meetings or workshops? Drop by and check out our facilities.
Call for 519-584-2130 for further details








<><><><><>

321 Lancaster St W. Kitchener ON N2H 4V4
519-584-2130 fax 584-2931
Hours: Mon. – Fri. 10am – 5pm Sat. 9am – 4pm
creativesisters@bellnet.ca www.creativesisters.ca




                        


 









QUILTING CLASSES
Beginner to Advanced
Block of the Month
Pizza Parties
UFO Days
252 Dundas Street
Waterdown ON L0R 2H4
Phone: 905-689-3434
www.quiltersdream.ca

•
•
•
•

Monday - Saturday
Hours: 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
OPEN SUNDAYS
Noon – 5:00 PM
See our Newsletter online for details



•
•
•
•

Fabrics/Notions
Quilting Classes
Machine Embroidery Classes
PFAFF Sewing/Quilting/
Embroidery Machines
Sewing Classes
Sewing Machine Repairs
Classroom Rental
Finished Quilts





