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The Waterloo County Quilters’ 
Guild provides an opportunity 
for quilters to learn in a sup-
portive, sharing, social environ-
ment. We encourage you to get 
the most out of your member-
ship by becoming more deeply 
involved in the guild. 

May 2023 

Volume 40, Issue 8 

SCRAPS OF  
WISDOM 

President’s May Message  
Those April rains are supposed to bring us May flowers, so I’m look-
ing forward to seeing colour outside of my quilt room. I’ve heard 
from lots of people that they have been attending some quilt shows, 
and have really enjoyed those displays of colour and creativity. If you 
are one of those people that have been missing your guild friends, 
this is a great opportunity  to pick up the phone, or send them an 
email and arrange to visit an upcoming show or two together. The 
May newsletter has some information about upcoming shows.  

May is a busy month for our guild, so be sure to read through the 
whole newsletter and jot down those important dates. Don’t forget 
to register your quilt for our Quilt Exhibit in October and sign up for 
your volunteer role.  

Look for an article in this newsletter regarding our social media, be 
sure to “like” and “follow” the right pages, comment and share. This 
has been proven to be a very effective way of spreading the word 
about our upcoming show. 

Have a happy month! May your quilts bring you the joy and colours 
of spring. 

- Gail Berry-Graham, President 

Gatherings 
 Wednesday May 3, 2023 10:30am - 3:00pm 
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‘Combining Designs’ with Christina Cameli 

We are delighted to have Christina Cameli join us from Oregon, 

USA, for our May meeting! Christina will present her lecture, 

‘Combining Designs’. In the presentation, we will learn the unlim-

ited combinations available with free-motion designs, and the 

strategies then even newer quilters can use to get variety and in-

terest in their quilting! 

Christina is a quilter with a thousand interests. She is a fabric and 

pattern designer, as well as a teacher and author, and feels the 

happiest piecing with scraps and free-motion quilting. She finds 

joy in sharing the magic of quilting with anyone who is ready to 

try something new. Christina is known for her clear instruction 

and calm, soulful encouragement, which she shares far and wide 

through her books and online classes. Her five quilting books in-

clude ‘Wedge Quilting Workshop’ and ‘Step-by-Step Free-Motion 

Quilting’. 

Christina works as a nurse-midwife, and lives with her blended 

family in Portland, Oregon. 

Christina will also be teaching her half day workshop ‘Free-

Motion Compositions’ on Saturday, May 27 2023. For more infor-

mation about the workshop, and to register, please go to our 

online store.  

 

 

For more information about Christina, or her publications, 

please visit the following: 

Website: https://www.christinacameli.com/ 

Instagram: @afewscraps 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/afewscraps 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/afewscraps 

May Speaker - May 17, 2023 7pm ET on Zoom 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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Quilts of Valour - Canada Society 

Anne Nicholson 

Jean McFarlane 

Maria Wirth 

Joan Holland 

Thank you for donating these lovely quilts to 

Quilts of Valour - Canada Society 
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May Workshops  

 

Date: Saturday, May 6, 2023 

Time: 9:30am to 1:30pm ET 

Cost: Members $50,             

non-members $60 

Skill level: Beginner to          

experienced 

Opened to non-members:    

April 1, 2023 

 

Diane Murtha will teach her ‘Modified Quilt-As-You-Go’ workshop where we will learn techniques 

that work on any size quilt with endless access options and quilting is easy!  

The class project is a 20” x 20” square. 

 

‘Modified Quilt-As-You-Go’ with Diane Murtha 

Would you like to combine more than one motif in your quilting? 
Practice Christina Cameli’s free-motion strategies with her expert 
guidance. This is a class for quilters who have already had an intro-
duction to free-motion quilting. 

Christina will join us from Port-
land, Oregon, and coach partici-
pants on how to improve ma-
chine quilting skills. 

Date: Saturday May 27, 2023 

Time: 10:30am to 1:30pm ET 

Cost: Members $55, non-
members $65 

Skill: Some experience with free 
motion quilting. 

‘Free Motion Compositions’ with Christina Cameli 
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June Workshop  

Date: Saturday June 24, 2023 

Time: 9:30am - 1:30pm ET 

Cost: Members $55, non-members $65 

Skill level - Beginner to experienced 

Tina Craig, from Rhode Island, will teach 
her ‘Spring Fling Foundation Paper Piec-
ing Table Runner Workshop’. In this work-
shop, participants will learn all the tech-
niques and tips to be successful. A sam-
ple of what will be made in the class is 
shown here on the left. Patterns for 
butterflies and tulips are included in the 
cost of the workshop, so you can create 
your own design. 

Foundation Paper Piecing with Tina Craig  
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If you know of a 

guild member who 

has become ill, 

please let our  

secretary, Doris 

Martin, know so 

she can send  

a get well card from 

all of us. 
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Gatherings 

 Wednesday May 3, 2023 10:30am - 3:00pm ET 
Let’s try and exceed the April attendance of 80 members. Membership will meet you at the door. 

There will be reps from the Library, PAL, SMILE, Memory, as well as Strippers’ Club and Quilts of 

Valour. There will be a draw table from the Curated Fabric Team and reps from the Quilt Exhibit to 

encourage you to volunteer and/or donate items for the various Exhibit displays. Bring your mug 

and enjoy a hot beverage. Members are welcome from 10:30am to 3:30pm. The Library will close 

at 2pm. 

Grace Cameron—Purses & Bags –Unfortunately Grace is unable to attend this month. Her 

presentation will be rescheduled. All other Gatherings activities will take place as usual. 

I For the health and safety of all, we continue to ask you to: 

Wear a mask and save lives (Public Health Agency of Canada), clean your hands, keep a safe 

distance from others when participating in the Gathering activities. Please have proof of your 

vaccination available to show to the person at the membership desk.                                                

- Jean McFarlane & Elaine La Ronde 

Open Sewing 
Are you interested in getting to know more members of the guild? If so, 

you might want to join us for one or more of our Open Sewing Opportuni-

ties that take place weekly. Each Monday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00, a 

great group of guild members gather on Zoom to share ideas, ask ques-

tions, socialize and share projects on which they are working. It’s a fun 

time for socializing, learning, and getting to know our fellow quilters. Par-

ticipants are welcome to come for a short time, or stay for the entire time. 

There is always lots of great conversation, helpful tips and strategies relat-

ed to quilting or other stitching activities—as well as just a fun social time. 

Join us to meet some new quilters, and possibly build new friendships. It’s 

a very relaxed atmosphere, and a great motivator to explore quilting ideas 

and opportunities. 

We also have an Open Sewing Opportunity one Saturday morning each 

month from 10 to noon. Our LAST Saturday morning Open Sewing for this 

guild year will take place on Saturday, May 13. The link for this one will be 

included in the Weekly Update on Friday, May 12. Saturday Open Sewing 

will begin again in September. 

Monday Open Sewing Days will continue during the summer months as 

long as there are interested participants.- Inge Ford 

Congratulations to Tannis Dawson  

on winning 

the UFO 

Draw.        

 

Not only does Tannis re-

ceive $$ but she also is 

the proud owner of a 

WCQG rosette. Thanks 

to all who participated. 
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Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild on Social Media 

We now have a new Facebook page! WCquiltersguild https://www.facebook.com/

WCquiltersguild/ 

You will need to go onto Facebook to ‘like’ and ‘follow’ our new page. The more you interact with 

the page, whether that be ‘likes’ or commenting, the more the page will show up in your newsfeed 

on Facebook. 

We also have an Instagram page: if that’s more your thing, why not give it a try? 

‘Hashtags’ and ‘@mentions’ are commonly used on social media platforms to categorize content 

and connect with other users. Here’s a brief explanation of how they work: 

# Hashtags: 

A hashtag is a work or phrase that is preceded by the “#” symbol, buch as #wcquiltersguild #quilting #quiltguild. 

Hashtags are used to categorize content so that other users can easily find posts on specific topics. 

When you click on a hashtag, you’ll see all of the posts that have been tagged with that hashtag, regardless of 

whether or not you follow the accounts that posted them. This is a great way to connect with other accounts with 

similar interests. 

Tips for using hashtags: 

 Use relevant hashtags that are related to your content 

 Keep your hashtags concise and easy to read 

 You are allowed up to 30 hashtags on one post, but I wouldn’t do that on every post! 

 Avoid using hashtags that are overly generic or spammy, try to be specific 

Good hashtags to use: 

#wquiltersguild #canadianquilter #quiltersofinstagram #quilting #quiltingontario #modernquilting 

#traditionalquilting #quiltblock #quiltpattern 

@ mentions: 

An ‘@ mention’ is when you include someone’s username (preceded by the “@” symbol) in a post or comment. 

This is a way to tag or notify specific users that you’re talking to or about them. When you mention someone, 

they’ll receive a notification that they’ve been tagged, and the post or comment will appear in their ‘mentions’ tab. 

Tips for using @ mentions: 

 Use @ mentions to tag other users who you want to engage with or to whom you want to give credit. You can 

use @wcquiltersguild 

 Use @ mentions to get someone’s attention, ask a question, or start a conversation 

 Don’t overuse @ mentions or spam other users with notifications 

 Double check that you’ve tagged the correct username before you post. 

If anyone would like to send any information or photos to be featured on social media, please email:                       

hannahbarlow@gmailcom 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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Free Draws at May Gatherings 

The following items will be on the Curated Fabric table 

for you to enter for the draws: 

 15” square ruler 

 Set of 6 plexi-glass rulers with no measurements of 

various sizes 

 Flexible LED plug-in light to attach to sewing ma-

chine 

 Quilt in a Day ‘Day and Night’ ruler (no instructions) 

 Pineapple Rule (no instructions) 

 Perfect Half-Square & Quarter Square Ruler with in-

structions 

 Fiskars Foundations Complete Quilt Stencil Set for 

Log Cabin includes instructions 

 Set of 2 Creative Curves Ellipse Rulers with Pattern 

 9° Circle Wedge Ruler with instruction card 

 13” Fiskars Rotating Healing Cutting mat 

All of these items are used and have been donated to the 

guild. If you are unable to attend Gatherings, but would like to 

have your name entered into the draws, please have a friend 

who attends put your name in the appropriate boxes. Please 

include your phone number and make arrangements to pick 

up your items by 2pm on May 3rd. The draw will happen at 

1:30pm.  

All items are “as is” and the guild takes no responsibility for 

their condition. 

There will not be any fabric available this 

month unless members bring things they 

want to give away.  

Membership Renewal Information 

The Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild program year runs from September 1 to August 

31 each year. Membership renewal starts May 1 for the following September. 
Membership rates: New members Fee:$45 Renewing Member Fee: May 1 to June 30: $40, July 1 and following: $45 

   Youth Member (under 18 years of age): $10 

Payment Online: Payment of membership fees can be made at the WCQG Online Store. Once payment has been 

made, an automatic pop-up form will be provided for you to fill out. This will become active on May 1st, 2023. 

Payment by Cheque (payable to Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild): Renewal forms will be available as of May 1st 

to print or available at Gatherings for you to fill out. Hand in to the membership committee at the sign-in table or 

mail to Laura Huras at the guild address: 

Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild 

Attention: Laura Huras 

Bridgeport Post Office 

PO Box 38044, Waterloo ON N2J 4T9 

Early Bird Special!!! May 1 to June 30, 2023 $40 
Payment may be made online or by cheque, no cash payments allowed 
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Professional Guild Members 

Any guild members who provide a quilt-related service 

or operate a quilt-related business have an opportunity 

to be listed on our website under “Member Profession-

als”. Please review existing member listings to see what 

to include. 
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Virtual Show and Share for May 
Please send pictures of your quilts, with a sentence or 

two about them, and the dimensions, 
to kathleenbissett@me.com 

by Sunday, May 13th, so they can be included in our 
virtual Show and Share.  

Quilt Exhibit Update 

Only 6 months to go before our 2023 Quilt Exhibit on October 13 & 14! 

Time to: 

a. Finish your quilts for display at the exhibit. Remember you can enter up to 4 quilted items, plus the President’s 

Challenge, and an entry in the Group Quilt* category. Don’t forget to add a sleeve, based on the information the 

website, to each of your entries! 

b. Register your quilts and submit a completed form and photo for each item, to Marg Sandiford by June 30, 2023. 

c. Bring your donations for the Boutique and Mini Quilt Draw to May, June, and September Gatherings. 

d. Sign up for a volunteer position at the Quilt Exhibit when you attend May or June Gatherings, or contact Linda 

Henderson by email or phone. 

e. Sign up to deliver rack cards, posters, and magnets to quilt stores, etc. at May and June Gatherings. 

Check out the Quilt Exhibit tab on the Guild website for further information. 

*We have added a new category to the list—Group Quilt (the quilt must have been created by 3 or more people). 

One member of the group will enter the quilt but that member will still be allowed to enter 4 of their own quilts, 

in addition to the group quilt. 

Thanks for your on-going efforts to make our 2023 Quilt Exhibit a great one! 

- Elaine LaRonde and Inge Ford 

Kerry Johnson will continue to collect 

empty thread spools of all sizes and mate-

rials (not just the wooden ones pictured 

above), even long arm cones, during Gath-

erings. 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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Our Virtual Vendor for May is… 

Fabric Spark in East York, Ontario 

https://fabricspark.com/ 

 

Quilt Exhibit 2023 Volunteers Needed 

Your Quilt Exhibit Committee has been working to prepare for the 2023 Exhibit. The Exhibit starts on Friday, Octo-

ber 13 and continues to Saturday October 14. In order to be a successful showing of our combined talents, there is 

a lot of work required for it to be a great exhibit. We need volunteers. The more hands we have to do the tasks, the 

better it will be for all involved. Volunteers are needed early Thursday morning (or Wednesday evening, if access to 

the building is allowed), to unload the racks and other equipment from the rental truck, and bring them into the 

building at RIM Park. Loading and unloading the truck is heavy work. Young and strong volunteers are needed for 

these tasks. We have talked about asking high school family members. Students should be able to count the work as 

part of their service hours, as long as we have someone designated to sign their forms. 

We need step ladders—8’, 10’ & 12’,as well as couple of shorter ones. Volunteers who bring the ladders should be 

able (or bring someone with them who is able) to use the ladder. Please put your name on your ladder. 

There is a brief job description on many of the sign-up sheets that will be available at Gatherings in May and June. If 

you are unable to sign up at Gatherings, please email Linda Henderson lghenders@gmail.com or phone her at 519-

886-9927 to tell her the task and time slot for which you’d like to sign up. 

Volunteers are needed for the following tasks at specific times: 

 Unloading the rental truck at RIM Park. Either 6:00pm Wednesday or 8:00am Thursday, depending on Wednes-

day evening access to RIM Park. 

 Cleaning and building the white PVC quilt racks— Thursday 8:30am. A white rubber mallet would be useful, 

please put your name on your mallet if you bring one.  

 Quilt take-in—Thursday 7:00am 

 Hanging the quilts—Thursday, two time slots: 10am-2pm or 1pm-5pm 

 Take-down of quilts—Saturday, 5:00pm 

 Quilt rack dismantling and loading the rental truck on Saturday, beginning at 5:00pm 

 Quilt return—Saturday 6:00pm 
 

Volunteers are needed for the following tasks at various times on both Friday and Saturday, during the exhibit: 

 Admission Table—Friday and Saturday, 9:45am-12 noon, 12 noon-2:30pm, & 2:30pm-5pm to welcome our 

guests. 

 Boutique—Same schedule as Admission Table 

 White Gloving—Friday and Saturday, 10:00am-12:30pm, 12:30pm-2:30pm & 2:30-5:00pm 

 Small Quilts Draw—Same schedule as White Gloving 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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Your One Stop Sewing Shop 

BERNINA Sewing  

and Quilting Machines 

Cotton fabrics 

Quilter’s flannel 

Hand dyed wool 

Ready made kits 
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Kathy Bissett, for sharing your wonderful 

quilts at the April Gatherings 
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Library Update 

The library team was thankful for the start of the Gathering meetings in October 2022 as it allowed 

full access to the Collection. Now we have had the opportunity to remove the outdated books,1980- 

2010  and organize the Tag System, while the members borrowed/ returned books each month. In 

May & June members can purchase the culled books, 3 books for $5.00. In turn that allows for pur-

chasing 15+ new quilt books. A three page handout was created to encourage the members to ac-

cess the WCQG website’s online Library Thing. Now members can search the collection and order 

books for Curbside pick up each month. A big Thank you to the volunteers who helped make these 

big changes possible. There will be no borrowing at the June Gatherings. 

—Jean Simpson & Donna McKay 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed 8-6, Thurs 8-8,          

Fri 8-7Sat 8-6 Sun 11-5  

Masks requested 
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CLASSIFIED 
FREE: FOAM PIECES Three, 1”thick, 17” x 15” foam pieces that I bought from 
Len’s years ago to make outdoor cushions) and never got around to it.) I’m 
doing a bit of early spring cleaning. If anyone is interested, please email me 
and we can sort out how to get them to you. mknotar@gmail.com 
 

FOR SALE: PFAFF CREATIVE ICON 
Sewing Machine Wifi enabled. Gently used. Purchased 
in 2018 for $17,000. We would like to see $8,000, but are 
open to reasonable offers. (Table not included). If inter-
ested, contact Deby Wettges via phone or email. 

FOR SALE: SINGER FEATHERWEIGHT 221-1 

WITH CASE manufactured in the early 1950’s, 

includes original instruction manual, bobbins, vari-

ous feet, needles, and accessories. Recently ser-

viced so it’s in good running order. It was donated 

to the guild by a former member. Asking $500. 

Please contact Marg Sandiford, at                      

margsandiford@hotmail.com if interested. Funds 

will go to the guild. 
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Sewing Together, But Apart - May 
 
Our STBA days in May and June will feature two speakers each day. The morning speakers, from our 

guild, will share their International Quilting Day presentations and, the afternoon will continue to high-

light the speakers promoted on our website on-line store. 

 

On May 10, we will have the opportunity to hear from Renske 

Helmuth, who will share her presentation - “Renske’s World of 

Quilting”. This will be a wonderful opportunity to see Renske’s 

beautiful quilts. Be sure to join us for a trunk show that pro-

vides a glimpse into the many beautiful quilts Renske has creat-

ed over the years.  

In the afternoon, Sarah Hum-

phreys joins us from Yorkshire, England. Have you 

ever felt you’ve misplaced your quilting mojo? You 

want to sew but have lost some enthusiasm or in-

spiration—or perhaps you are looking for some 

new quilting motivation. Sarah will share her lec-

ture - “Help! I’ve Lost My Quilting Mojo!” Sarah has 

lots of ideas to get you stitching again. Sarah has 

over 30 years of quilting experience, and was a pre-

senter at the Birmingham Quilt Show this year. This STBA day will provide lots of 

motivation and inspiration for our quilting hobby. It’s day you 

won’t want to miss. 

In June, Breanna Gaudaur, our vice president, will share her 

presentation in the morning - “Instagram, Your New Quilting 

Tool”. Breanna will provide a beginner friendly intro to Insta-

gram and will show us how to use this platform as a tool to find 

quilting inspiration, and possibly new friends.  

In the afternoon, Reed Johnson will join us from Florida. He will share his quilting 

journey, and a trunk show of beautiful quilts. Reed is a former trial attorney, who 

has now become a nationally known quilt designer, presenter, certified Quilt-in-a-

Day instructor, and pattern designer. He has a special love of batiks, and all things 

related to quilting. 

We also have a special July STBA day scheduled for the first Wednesday in July. Gail Sheppard from B.C., 

will be our speaker in the afternoon. Her presentation will motivate us to explore our scraps to create 

beautiful quilts.  
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Blanket Drive in Support of Grand River Hospital  

The NICU (Neonatal Intensive Care Unit) is in need of donations of new or like new baby blankets. 

They are looking for: 

 • Flannel baby blankets (30” x40” or 40” x 40”) in size  

 • Fitted sheets for bassinet mattresses measuring 26” x12” x1.5” (smaller than a fitted crib sheet) 

 Flannel baby blankets will be used to swaddle babies, or as flat sheets for over the mattresses in 

the babies isolettes: fun colours and patterns are encouraged! Having coloured linen helps to nor-

malize families’ experiences in the NICU. It helps them to focus on their baby rather than the medi-

cal equipment.  

If anyone is interested in making/donating sheets for the NICU at GRH, please contact me. I volun-

teer at the hospital and will coordinate the delivery to the NICU.                                                        

Betty Anne Scott (bettyscott2@yahoo.ca)  
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Elected Officers of the Guild 2022-2023 
President:  Gail Berry-Graham 
Vice President:  Breanna Gaudaur 
Treasurer:  Andrea Heimrich 
Assistant Treasurer: Laura Huras  
Secretary:  Doris Martin  
Past President:  Jean McFarlane 

Standing Committees  
Historian:  Deby Wettges 
Librarians:  Jean Simpson & Donna McKay 
Membership:  Laura Huras  
                              Pat Lockyer 
                              Kitty Mitchell   
                              Betty Anne Scott  
                             Bettie Schuurman  
Newsletter:  Marg Sandiford  
                           Pat Lockyer - Mailings  
Advertising Co-ordinator : Marg Sandiford 
Program & Workshops: Sylvia Fernley, Ev Cameron, 
 Joan Holland, Madeline Hughes & Inge Ford 
Quilt Exhibit: Elaine LaRonde & Inge Ford,  
  Co-chairs 
Website & Online Store: Kathy Bissett  
Facebook: Hannah Barlow  

Newsletter Deadline for the June 2023 issue is May 25, 2023 

Month Day Activity 

May 3 Gatherings at Albert McCormick Arena 

May  6 ‘Modified Quilt-as-you-go’ Workshop with Diane 

Murtha 

May 10 STBA with Renske Helmuth and Sarah Humphreys 

May  17 Regular Guild Meeting on Zoom with speaker 

Christina Cameli 

May 27 ‘Free-Motion Compositions’ Workshop with Chris-

tina Cameli 

June 7 Gatherings at Albert McCormick Arena - Judy 

Pearce— TBA & Craft Swap Exchange 

June 14 STBA with Breanna Gaudaur and Reed Johnson 

June 21 Annual General Meeting and June Guild Meeting 

with Tina Craig ’EPP vs. FPP: The Showdown’ on 

Zoom 

October 13,14 WCQG Exhibit at Manulife Sportsplex at RIM 

Our website: http://www.wcquiltersguild.on.ca/ 

Upcoming ONLINE Speaker and Workshop Information 

MAY 6 - Diane Murtha - ‘Modified Quilt As You Go’ 

 Workshop 

May 17 - May Speaker - Christina Cameli ‘ 

May 27- Christina Cameli - ‘Free Motion Compositions’ 

 Workshop 

June 21 - Annual General Meeting and June Guild 

 Meeting 
 

June 24 - Tina Craig - ‘Spring Fling FPP Table Runner’ 

 Workshop 

 

The Quilting 

Months Ahead... 
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