
 
Special Show & Tell 
Also to commemorate our 
30th, our Show and Tell 
theme for November will be, 
“My favourite quilt of the last 
30 years”. 
 
Xmas Social 
And for those who enjoy a 
little food, a little chat, we 
have that too with our al-
most-Christmas social. We 
all appreciate the generosity 
of those whose last names 
begin with A-L for helping us 
out with snacks. Please re-
member to thank the ladies 
(and their friends) who 
stepped forward to organize 
the tables and food for us 
this year:  Cathy Pryor, 
Marilyn Weckworth, and 
Dorothy Holdenmeyer. 

Happy Anniversary! 
Waterloo County Quilters 
Guild celebrates its 30th anni-
versary, and our pearl anniver-
sary themed meeting will be a 
real gem! 
   
Wear Your Pearls! 
Anyone wearing pearls to the 
meetings will be given an extra 
door prize ticket. You can’t 
have too many of those.  The 
more pearls, the better!  
 
Xmas Bag Challenge 
We invite you to make a beau-
tiful Christmas bag and bring it 
to our November meeting. 
Viewers will enjoy the display 
an vote for the favourite.   The 
owner of the bag receiving the 
most votes will win a fabulous 
fabric prize. In keeping with 
our pearl anniversary, you can 
expect a gem of a gift. 

Pearls of Wisdom 
As if this isn’t already too 
pearlicious, we have 30 of our 
own intrepid members who 
will share a variety of “Pearls 
of Wisdom”.  Bring paper and 
pencil so you can make note 
of their wonderful tips, tricks, 
and tools. 
 
Xmas Fat Quarters 
Because we need to decorate 
our room for the occasion 
and really don’t have the time 
or energy, we also invite you 
to bring in a fat quarter of a 
beautiful Christmas fabric. 
These will be displayed on the 
mirrored wall to lend a festive 
glow to the room . Elizabeth I 
and Elizabeth II will select the 
two most beautiful (in their 
unbiased opinion) and the 
owner of these will each win 
half of the Christmas fabrics 
on display. 

    The Christmas holiday 
season is coming and with it 
all sorts of activities and busy-
ness. I hope you can find a 
few minutes every day to 
spend sewing, quilting, hand 
stitching, knitting, reading or 
whatever gives you some 
peaceful, quiet moments.  
     Enjoy your families and 
friends and let them know 

how much they mean to you, 
but take care of yourself too. 
    I know some of you are 
giving a quilt (or quilted item) 
as a gift. After all the time 
spent thinking about what the 
recipient would like, deciding 
on the fabrics, working on and 
finally completing the project, 
it is a special moment when 
the gift is opened. Seeing a 

smile on 
someone's 
face is a 
blessing 
for both the giver and re-
ceiver. A quilt is a labour of 
love and can spread so much 
joy! 
Merry Christmas and all the 
best in the New Year! 
 Trudy Dey, President 
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S P E C I A L  
P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :  

The Waterloo 
County 
Quilters Guild 
provides an 
opportunity for 
quilters to learn 
skills in a sup-
portive, shar-
ing, social envi-
ronment.  We 
encourage you 
to get the most 
out of your 
membership by 
becoming more 
deeply involved 
with the guild. 
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2015 Quilt Exhibit Planning Update 

Scrappy Happy President’s Challenge 
  In honour of our 
guild's 30th anniversary 
this year, make a little 
quilt following the 
guidelines below, and 
bring it to the June 
meeting for all to ad-
mire. I hope you use it 
as one of your entries 
for our quilt exhibit 
next October. 
- use at least 30 differ-

ent fabrics on the front 
of your quilt 
- any fabrics can be 
used (e.g. leftovers 
from previous projects 
or new ones 
- use any technique(s) 
you want 
- must have be 3 layers 
(top, batting, backing) 
- maximum perimeter 
of 60" (for example, 

15"x15" or 10"x20") 
since we hope to dis-
play them at our next 
quilt exhibit where 
space is limited 
- bring your completed 
quilt to the June meet-
ing 
- sign up for this chal-
lenge at the Nov and 
Jan meetings.   
   Trudy Dey 

Volunteer positions that still 
require help include RIM lobby 
display, road signage and dropping 
flyers at local stores. To volun-
teer, please contact Bonnie Mur-
doch or Marg Notar. 
Modified Name: since we are 
the Waterloo County Quilters' 
Guild, our show will be known as 
the Waterloo County Quilters' 
Exhibit (vs. KW Quilt Show). 
Advertising: check out the 
Events section on the CQA web-
site and you'll see we are now 
listed on their calendar 
Modern Quilt category: 
Sparked by Susan Bowslaugh's 

modern quilt talk at the October 
guild meetings, there will be a new 
category of modern quilts at the ex-
hibit.  No rules and anything goes! 
•Boutique Item Options: for 
those of you who are interested in 
making and donating items for sale 
at the guild boutique, we will be ask-
ing you to suggest a "fair price" for 
each of your items. Prices will re-
main intact for the duration of the 
exhibit.  In the event some items are 
not sold, we will be asking you 
whether you prefer these items be 
returned to you or donated to the 
Mennonite Central Committee for 
their next Relief Sale. 

 

S C R A P S  O F  W I S D O M  
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simple shapes, through to enhancing an image gen-
tly, participants will learn to use thread in the ma-
chine like working with a pencil.  There are no 
hoops, weird goopy materials or magic tricks. 
There is no need to draw like an “artist” either.  
This will be pure, solid stitching. 
 
Level:  Intermediate to advanced  (experience 
with free-motion stitching and a few degrees of 
patience suggested) 
Number of participants: 15 
Date:  Thursday, February 19   
Time:  9:00 – 4:00 
Cost:   $60.00 (members) 
Site:  Mannheim Community Centre 

Thread - that is what this workshop is all about. 
We used to think of thread as the element that 

holds fabric to-
gether when mak-
ing a seam. Thread 
has become so 
much more than 
that! 
This overview 
workshop will 
launch participants 
into creating thread 
accents to be used 
as a focal point. 
Progressing from 

Hilary Rice Workshop Sign-up 
Squiggles & Doodles – Thread Embellishment 
Techniques for Art Quilters and Embroiderers with Hilary Rice 

 
We also have two new books by Laura Wasi-
lowski who will be our guest speaker in May. They are: 
Fanciful Stitches, Colorful Quilts  
and 
Fuse-and-tell Journal Quilts  
 
And be sure to check out the books in our Tool Tub. 
Each of these books include a cutting tool to make your 
job a little easier. 
          Ruthanne, Tamara and Margaret 

Please come up to the library and check out our newest 
purchases: 
 
My Whimsical Quilt Garden: 20 Bird and Flower 
Blocks to Applique by B. Goldsmith and L. Jenkins 
 
Pictorial Art Quilt Guidebook: Secrets to Captur-
ing Your Photos in Fabric by Leni Wiener 
 
Playful Petals by Corey Yoder 

Library News 
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Vickki’s Taking the Mystery Out 

S C R A P S  O F  W I S D O M  
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The Quilting Month ahead.. 
Month Day Detail 

Nov 12 Manheim Quilting Circle 

 15 Smile Quilt Bee,  Manheim Community Centre,  

 19 November Social (food A - L); Hilary Rice workshop registration begins 

 19 Christmas Gift Bag challenge 

The “Threads of 
Africa” quilt was 
hung this week in 
the main lobby of 
the  M.C.C. 
building at 50 
Kent Ave. in 
Kitchener. It will 
be there quite 
likely until well 
into the new 
year when it will 
begin to make 
it’s rounds for 
promotion be-
fore it is the feature quilt at the 2015 New Hamburg Mennonite  
Relief Sale auction. 
 
 

 
 
Just a reminder that November is our last meeting of the year, 
wherein we remember the less fortunate at  R.O.O.F.   The or-
ganization has supported  homeless youth from 12 to 25 years of 
age and have done so for the past 25 years .    
Let's give them a hand with clothing, hygiene products or a cash 
donation . 

Charity Selection for Quilt Raffle Proceeds 
 
From the nominations given by you, the members, the Execu-
tive has selected the following three charities.  Please be pre-
pared to cast your ballot for the charity of your choice at the 
November meeting. 
 
Innisfree:  The new K-W hospice now under construction 
near Conestoga College in Doon.  This hospice is in conjunc-
tion with Lisaard House and will provide palliative care to ter-
minally ill patients and their families.  It will operate solely on 
donations. 
 
Hospice of Waterloo Region:  Services (non-residential) 
are offered to clients at no charge who are suffering with 
threatening illnesses.  It includes care providers, grief support 
as well as an extensive resource library.  It operates on funding 
from the Waterloo Wellington Local Health Integration Net-
work as well as donations. 
 
Mennonite Coalition for Refugee Support:  This group 
operates solely on donations to provide a supportive environ-
ment for refugees seeking a safe haven in our area. 
 

Registration has now been completed.  There are 60 pro-
jects registered with two already completed and shown.  
Good luck to all participants.  Just remember to let us 
know at the program table that you are showing an owl! 
Bonus:  Include 2 or more owls in any project and you will 
be entered for the bonus draw. 

Threads of Africa 

ROOF 

Raffle Charity Choice 

OWLS TWO 
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     Nancy Troyak started sewing as a child and quilting as a teen-
ager.  Sewing was part of Nancy’s life from early childhood as her 
parents started a shirt making business in the basement of the 
family home with her mom, aunt and neighbour sewing.   Eventu-
ally they built a factory on Preston Street.  When St. Mary’s 
School adopted uniforms in 1954, they got the contract to make 
the uniform shirts.   Nancy’s first quilt was blue and white, made 
from cutting table remnants.  Nancy enjoys sewing of all kinds.  
She likes making quilt tops, especially the playing with fabric part.  
She likes to ex-
plore techniques 
and try different 
projects.  Right 
now, she is play-
ing with fusible 
appliqué.  Her 
family has so 
many quilts that 
she now makes a 
lot of comfort 
quilts and gives 
many more to 
Anselma House. 
     Nancy likes being a part of the guild.  She feels the benefits 
include camaraderie, sharing of ideas, the wonderful show and 
tell, the friendly Manheim group, the resources of the library and 
the helpful people she can call when she needs some quilting tips.  
     When she isn’t quilting, Nancy is involved in Probus, a profes-
sional business club that came out of the Rotary Club in the 60’s.  
For retired men and women, it is social, educational, non-political 
and non-sectarian.  Nancy is currently on the program committee 
of Probus. 

S C R A P S  O F  W I S D O M  
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Raffle quilt preparation  
continues with block sewing 
at the workshop held Oct 
25th at Stanley Park Zehrs.   
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Culture Days 
For the past several years the WCQG 
has been asked by the Joseph Schnei-
der Haus Museum to participate in 
Culture Days, a nation wide initiative to 
promote art and culture in local com-
munities. We join with other guilds from 
across the region to demonstrate and 
share our love of activities such as 
quilting, knitting, weaving, spinning, 
tole painting, embroidery, woodwork-
ing....the list goes on. The event is free 
to the public. It is an enjoyable after-
noon enjoying each others company as 
well as the company of other local art-
ists.       ~ Judy Pearce 

S C R A P S  O F  W I S D O M  
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Paula McDermott sews with a Pfaff 
7570, a 15 year old machine that 
works perfectly.  Paula loves the 
walking foot and could not live 
without the needle down function.   

Grier Rennie recently started quilt-
ing with  a 1947 Featherweight and 
loves it.  It is light, compact, travels 
well and sews like a dream.  The 
foot is exactly 1/4 inch.  No need to 
guess a scant 1/4” seam.   

Kathy Dahmer has a 2 year old 
Elna.  It is more automatic than her 
old machine.  Because she bought 
the same brand, was easy to learn 
since it runs in a similar way.  Kathy 
loves the needle threader.   

Mary Karen Gosselink thinks the 
thread cutter on her Janome Mem-
ory Craft 6500 is pretty neat.  When 
she takes a smaller machine to a 
workshop, she keeps trying to push 
the non-existent scissors button!   

Margaret Hicks sews with a Ja-
nome she bought because Mary 
Karen recommended it.  It sews 
beautifully.  Margaret’s hands won’t 
allow her to use the thread cutter, 
but she likes the machine anyway! 

Sheryl Miller likes her 1 year old 
Janome 2016 DQC because she 
can free motion with it.  That was 
not possible with her old Singers.  
Sheryl says she could not live with-
out the needle threader! 

Frieda Adams loves the throat 
space on her Janome 6500.  Her 
favourite features are needle up 
and down and the thread cutter.  It 
leaves little thread tags, but inside 
the quilt it does not matter.   

Judy Gascho -Jutzi likes the 
power and throat space of her Ja-
nome 6600.  Power is important 
with free-motion quilting.  As you 
get better, you go faster, so the 
machine has to keep up with you.   

Linda Royea sews on a 20 year old 
Pfaff 6120, a mechanical machine 
that works like a charm.  It is de-
pendable, easy to operate and not 
pricy to repair.  It has all the fea-
tures Linda needs!  

Marjorie Gilliland has an older 
Janome and a new Singer 9950. 
With the needle down function, she 
feels like she has died and gone to 
heaven! 

Doreen Rae has a 5 year old Ja-
nome machine that she bought 
based on the enthusiasm of a 
woman on a bus trip.  She likes the 
needle down function and finds the 
machine simple to thread.   

Marian Bauman’s 30 year old Pfaff.  
just keeps going and going.  She 
loves the integrated dual feed that 
is so easy to engage.  She bought a 
new machine, but rarely uses it 
because the Pfaff is so great.    



                   

Elected Officers of the Guild 
President:  Trudy Dey     
Vice President:  Vacant 
Treasurer:  Linda Collins   
Secretary:  Silvia Cadman    
Past President:  Audrey Vrooman  519-880-1435 
 
Standing Committees of Guild  
Historian:  Ruth Hicks    
Librarians:  Ruthanne Snider (A)   
  Tamara Gilhuly (E)  
  Margaret Gilhuly (E)  
Membership: Madeline Hughes(E)   

Pat Lockyer (E)  519-884-4241 
Marilyn Hollinger   
Kitty Mitchell (E)   
Betty Anne Scott (A)  
Bettie Shuurman   

Newsletter:  Peggy Nagle - Editor 519-846-2285 
  Pat Lockyer - Mailings  519-884-4241 
Advertising Coordinator – vacant 
Program & Workshops 
  Elizabeth King   
  Eliz. McDowell-Hagey  
Quilt Show         Bonnie Murdoch   
  Marg Notar   
Website:  Kathy Bissett   

Waterloo County 
Quilters’ Guild 

 Quilter to Quilter Classifieds 

  

The Classified section is free to guild members for quilting items. 

FOR SALE:  Table Top with folding legs, 70 by 44 inch surface, 
former kitchen island laminate counter top with a little damage to two 
corners.  Makes an excellent table for working on a quilt. Will sell for 
the cost of the folding legs-$15. Contact Sandra at Sandra@farrish.ca 
or call 519-576-7853. 

FREE: EQ4.  This is an earlier version of EQ that works on an XP 
operating system. It works great, but not on a Windows 7 or later 
computer.  If you have an older computer and would like to have this 
software, it is a great deal!  Contact Peggy Nagle at studioq@bell.net 
or phone 519-846-8484.  

FOR SALE: Accuquilt Cutter for Sale  Save Time, Increase Cutting 
Accuracy!  Reduce the time you spend cutting repeat shapes by using 
an Accuquilt cutter with cutting dies.  Gently used cutter for sale (no 
dies included) for $150.  Present owner has upgraded to new 
model.  Contact Audrey at 519-880-1435, if interested.  

FOR SALE: Accuquilt 2 1/4 inch strip die—perfect for cutting bind-
ing strips accurately.  New die, never used.  I have a duplicate die, due 
to distracted online shopping!  Retails for $80 USD.  Will sell for $45.  
Please contact Peggy at studioq@bell.net or 519-846-2285.  

MODERN QUILT GUILD:  A modern quilt group is forming 
with the first meeting in Kitchener in January 2014.  The group will be 
small and focused on modern quilt skills.  To join, you must be actively 
quilting in the modern genre and volunteer to take on some small role 
in the group.  For information, email grandrivermodsquad@gmail.com 


